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CELEBRATING 
FIVE YEARS OF 

DAIRYTRACE 

Since the launch of DairyTrace  
in October 2020, we are now  
celebrating five years of being  
Canada’s traceability program for  
all animals born on dairy farms.  
Read about what we’ve achieved  
together in 2025!  
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WHAT EVENTS 
WERE REPORTED IN 2025?

256K 
Move-out events were 

voluntarily reported, showing 
the most significant year-

over-year increase of nearly

19%

         Tag activations were   
    reported on nearly

In 2025, over 1.27M unique traceability events were reported to DairyTrace, which is an increase 
of 9% from last year.

HOW WERE TRACEABILITY

EVENTS REPORTED?

DairyTrace Customer Services 
assisted with nearly  

8,700 phone calls 

5,800 emails

42%
of all events were submitted 
to DairyTrace via on-farm 
software tools, the most 
popular method of reporting

years

600,000
calves (an increase of 
over 6% from 2024)



Infosheet for Feedlots

WHY GET STARTED WITH DAIRYTRACE?DairyTrace is Canada’s traceability program for all 

calves born on dairy farms, which are identified with 

white tags. This infosheet provides a quick overview 

of how DairyTrace supports feedlots to meet new 

traceability requirements for dairy animals.

• Set up a DairyTrace account
• Know and share your premises ID

• Report animal arrivals

Feedlots

Farm of origin 

Growing site  (e.g. backgrounder)

Typical movements of cattle 
on the way to a feedlot.

Abattoir

July 2025

Feedlots are an important part of the  

cattle traceability chain. Amendments  

to the Part XV Health of Animals Regulations 

(Identification and Traceability) require feedlots  

to report animals arriving on their premises. 

DairyTrace is continuing to expand our focus to all participants in 
the dairy value chain. Our goal is to introduce them to DairyTrace 
and help them report all traceability events for animals identified 
with white tags.
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BEYOND 
THE FARM 

We expanded to include 
DairyTrace ads in 
publications for other 
value-chain participants. 

DairyTrace is 
working for you
DairyTrace is working with different partners 
along the dairy value chain to help everyone 
seamlessly report events on dairy animals.

DairyTrace.ca   •   1-866-55-TRACE (1-866-558-7223)   •   info@DairyTrace.ca

Traceability events reported by all dairy value chain 
participants are vital to a complete traceability 
system. Our recent collaboration with AssistExpo 
now provides a great option for dairy shows/fairs  
to report traceability movements to DairyTrace.

Mackayla DeKwant, DairyTrace Program  
Manager, Lactanet

to meeting with 
producers at the 
Canadian Dairy 
XPO April 2 & 3 at 
the Lactanet booth!
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4-H Leaders – It’s important to talk to  

your members about traceability. Here’s  

some information to support you. Contact us 

for more educational resources! 

Move-out

Move-in

Farm: Report a move-out 

when the animal leaves home.

You’ll need: 
Premises identification (PID)  

of the farm

Tag number of the animal

Licence plate and province  

of the truck or trailer 

Where the animal is going  

to (PID or address)

❑✓

❑✓

❑✓

❑✓

Farm: Report a move-in 

when the animal returns 

home. 
You’ll need: 

PID of the fair

PID of the farm

Tag number of the animal

Licence plate and province 

of the truck or trailer 

❑✓

❑✓

❑✓

❑✓

Farm

Fair

TRACEABILITY – WHAT IS IT?

Traceability is the ability to know where an animal 

has been as it moves from place to place. 

WHY DOES IT MATTER? 

At events like shows or fairs when animals from 

different farms are gathered in one location, if  

one is sick, the disease can easily spread to the others.  

Traceability makes responding to a disease concern 

much faster because veterinarians and other animal 

health experts can identify the sick animal, where it 

has been, and the other animals it may have been in 

contact with. 

DAIRYTRACE – WHAT IS IT? 

DairyTrace is the traceability program for dairy cattle  

in Canada. It collects the information to track dairy 

cattle in Canada as they move from place to place. 

WHAT’S IT GOT TO DO 

WITH ME? 
Reporting arrivals and exits of animals from a location 

to DairyTrace is needed for tracing where those 

animals are, and where they have been. This helps 

protect all dairy animals, including the other cattle 

back at the farm when show calves return home.

July 2025

4-H Feedlots

Infosheet for fairs, shows 
and exhibitions 

TRACEABILITY IS EASY WITH ASSISTEXPO  

Fairs and shows are an important part  

of the dairy cattle traceability chain. 
This infosheet provides a quick overview of how 

fairs can easily report dairy cattle traceability 

events to DairyTrace, Canada’s program for dairy 

cattle traceability.

DairyTrace has collaborated with AssistExpo to 

make it easier than ever for fairs to report traceability 

events. With a few simple set up steps, dairy 

animal arrivals to and departures from fairs can be 

seamlessly reported from AssistExpo to DairyTrace, 

helping to protect our entire sector. 

Typical movements of dairy cattle to fairs, shows and exhibitions.

Farm

• Set up a DairyTrace account
• Know and share the fair Premise ID (PID)

• Report dairy cattle movements  
to DairyTrace

Fair

7584

FairsAbattoirs

Auction

DAIRYTRACE 

ROLE IN 
TRACEABILITY

Farm of origin

• Set up a DairyTrace account

• Know and share your Premise ID

• Report dairy traceability events

Terminal Sites

Farm

Terminal Sites are an important part  

of the dairy cattle traceability chain.  

This infosheet provides a quick overview  

of how DairyTrace makes dairy cattle  

traceability easy for terminal sites. 

DairyTrace is Canada’s dairy cattle traceability 

program. Traceability data collected by DairyTrace 

is stored for emergency management and other 

industry value‐added purposes. This information 

is required by the Federal Government as Part 

XV of the Health of Animals Regulations of dairy 

cattle animals in Canada under the direction of the 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA).

Infosheet for Terminal Sites 

Abattoirs, Rendering Plants & Dead Stock Collection

These are some of the premises 

where animals could co-mingle   

 on the way to a terminal site.

WORKING FOR YOU:  
SUPPORTING ANIMAL HEALTH 

Infosheets were developed for specific 
value chain participants, including fairs, 

feedlots, abattoirs and 4-H leaders and 
participants. These were developed so 

that participants in the dairy value chain 
can see the role they play in closing the  
loop on traceability. 

DairyTrace has continued to work closely with our partners including 
Dairy Farmers of Canada, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) and provincial Chief Veterinary Offices to assist with and 
support initiatives related to animal health management. We’re 
working on projects in disease surveillance, preparedness, case 
management and modeling.

Disease  
Modeling

Disease  
Case 

Disease  
Surveillance 

Disease  
Preparedness 

ANIMAL HEALTH MANAGEMENT INITIATIVES

Projects include:
Collaborating 

with researchers 
to facilitate 

disease 
simulation and 

movement 
models.

Projects include:
Providing 

anonymous 
data to the CFIA 

for disease 
surveillance to 
help promote  
the well-being  

of the agricultural 
sector. 

Projects include:
Supporting 

industry 
preparedness 
for diseases 

that affect dairy 
animals, including 
Foot and Mouth 

Disease and 
Highly Pathogenic 

Avian Influenza.

Projects include:
Assisting 
provincial  

Chief Veterinary 
Offices and 

CFIA agents in 
Tuberculosis case 

management.  

DairyTrace is Canada’s traceability program 
for all calves born on dairy farms, including 
those that enter the beef value chain.

Tracing cattle movements supports faster response in a disease outbreak, preventing 
spread along the value chain and protecting Canada’s beef and dairy sectors.

Scan the QR code 
for a short video.

If you’re receiving animals with white tags, 
contact our friendly Customer Services 
team to learn more about DairyTrace.  
DairyTrace.ca   ·   1-866-558-7223   ·   info@DairyTrace.ca
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https://dairytrace.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/DairyTrace_Feedlot_InfoSheet.pdf
https://dairytrace.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/4H_InfoSheet.pdf
https://dairytrace.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025_DairyTrace_Fair_InfoSheet.pdf
https://dairytrace.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2024_DairyTrace_Abattoir_InfoSheet.pdf


DATA 
INTEGRITY

THANKYOU

The DairyTrace and Customer Services teams continue to focus  
on data quality. These initiatives identify data inconsistencies and  
encourage dairy farmers to keep animal inventories accurate  
and up-to-date in DairyTrace. 

DairyTrace extends sincere thanks to Brian Van Doormaal 
on his retirement. Brian has been involved in DairyTrace 
since its inception, being instrumental in developing the 
original concept through to implementation and operation. 
Best wishes Brian! 

We also thank all dairy farmers and value-chain stakeholders for your 
participation in DairyTrace. The work you have done over the past five 
years has helped DairyTrace mature, laying the foundation for activities to 
incorporate value added benefits over and above traceability. 

 
Dairy farmers across Canada use proAction® to demonstrate and 
document best practices, proving that they follow rigorous standards 
in producing some of the safest, highest quality milk on the planet. 
Under proAction, farmers demonstrate excellence in six distinct 
areas, one of which is Traceability. 

Ensure all animals 
on your farm are in 

DairyTrace

Regularly report 
when animals 
leave the farm

Accurate herd 
inventory and 

better data quality
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